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Greg B.
Macabe;
Loving Inay

ile the observance of Philippine Independence Day in America may be appre-
ciated by young Fil-Ams, less for their patriotic significance than for the festiv-
ities, older folks like us feel a mix of emotions that swing wildly from affection
to sadness to guilt.

It’s like remembering Inay whom we left in the province while we sought our fortune
on foreign shores. Somehow, we feel a little guilty for enjoying First World comforts and
conveniences while she does not.

There were two doctors in my family. My elder sister has been practicing in the U.S.
for decades. My younger brother, who died in his mid-40s, preferred to remain in the
Philippines as a provincial health officer. Said he: “There are more than enough doctors in
America. I'm needed here.”

Last Saturday, at the Wyndham Hotel in Chicago, a gathering of Fil-Am doctors and
community leaders reassured me that being away from the Motherland does not necessar-
ily mean abandoning her. Initiated by Dr. Sophia Garcia-Buder, president of A Gift of Life
Foundation, the meeting was for the purpose of organizing a “Global Coalition for
Humanitarian Efforts for the Philippines.”

I don’t believe I have ever seen a gathering of individuals with such a commitment to
serve the needs of fellow Filipinos and who have the track record to prove it.

The participants included Dr. Kim Pascual of Operation Blessing, Dr. Juan Montero
of Physicians for Peace, Philippines; Dr. Eustaquio “Boy” Abay of Gawad Kalusugan USA,
an extension of Gawad Kalinga; Dr. Dom Alvear, founder and president of World Surgical
Foundation; Dr. Manny Cacdac and his wife, Dr. Fe Cacdac, of the SPSA Surgical
Missions; Dr. Glen Pacio, president of Fellow American College of Surgeons; Dr. Gino
Ang, an associate professor at Yale University; Dr. Philip Chua, president of Filipino
United Network, USA; Dr. Elizabeth Garcia-Gray, founder and president of the Phoenix
Global Humanitarian Foundation; David Sutherland, chairman of International Care
Ministry and managing director of Morgan Stanley-Asia; Richard Proudfit, founder and
CEO of Kids Against Hunger Foundation; David Liban, marketing director of World
Vision Philippines; and Dr. Modesta Lugos, Ph.D, a lifelong community worker.

Also present were Loida Nicolas-Lewis, former national chair of the National
Federation of Filipino American Associations (NaFFAA); Ely and Evelyn Natividad,
prominent Chicago community leaders; Vicky Garchitorena, president of Ayala
Foundation and Ayala Foundation USA; Princess Emraida Kiram, chair of the MacArthur
Memorial Foundation, and Nanette Alcaro of the Philippine Village Internet portal. T
attended as national chair of NaFFAA.

The mission statement of the Global Coalition was lofty but grounded in past per-
formance: “To forge strategic alliances, partnerships and collaboration among various orga-
nizations and concerned individuals in the United States, the Philippines and worldwide
to facilitate and to coordinate humanitarian efforts that save and improve the quality of life
of indigent Filipinos in self-empowering, self-sustaining and enduring ways.”

My late brother would have felt good to know that leaving home does not mean lov-
ing Inay less.—Greg B. Macabenta, Publisher ¢ Editor
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